MAN OF THE WIDE WORLD

impossible to connect their drilled but frenzied move-
ments with anything but low comedy. Age counted
for nothing in these performances. The whole tribe
took part and, if anything, the village's oldest inhabitant
was a little more remarkable than the rest for the extreme
fantasy of his choreography.

Thus were homage and high-jinks mingled. As it
happened Okodengwe provided the last high-light of
the tour. Thereafter the journey was comparatively
uneventful. The Prince was due in England on April 25,
and on the first of the month he set out for the Sudan.
For a hundred and fifty miles nothing more interesting
than a stray elephant was spied. The Prince photo-
graphed the elephant. It was best to make sure. For
all he knew, that might be the last he was to see in Africa.
Then the party ran into the " long rains " which had
arrived before their time. By air they reached Mongalla
where the Omdurman was waiting. On the way to Bor
the ship provided matter for the diary by running beauti-
fully on to a mud-bank. This was not only an incident
in itself but also introduced the incidental and nocturnal
music of Mosquito. Next day the ship went leisurely
on down the stream of the Bahr-el-Jebel, so leisurely
indeed that the Prince was able to take exercise by walking
the last ten miles to Bor. Nothing in the way of game
rewarded Mm for his pains, but on the following morning
they landed and after two miles came upon a congress of
about two hundred elephants. Now, here is an instance
of the Prince's aversion to killing game for the sake
merely of killing. From the beginning he had made
plain his intention of being naturalist first and slayer
last. Only in the case of a genuine trophy would he
be tempted to pit his life against the beast's. And, with
a few exceptions and accidents and emergencies, that
intention was carried out to the end. Among these two
hundred elephants, for example, the Prince saw no
tusks big enough to justify a kill, none big enough
to persuade him to throw away a fine picture. He
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